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INTRODUCTION 


Jessi:Jessi here! Absolute Beginner Season 1 , Lesson 23 - Hoping for a Lucky Streak 
in Japan 

Jessi: Hi everyone. Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 23 - Hoping for a 
Lucky Streak in Japan. JessiGd. Jessi here! 

Naomi: CAICS(k ! AHC ! Hi everyone, Naomi here. 

Jessi: Thank you as always for joining us for our Absolute Beginner series! In the last 
lesson, we learned how to ask questions about what someone does, or is going to do. 
For example? 

Naomi: +7 S>—(kT LERBNETA\ 

Jessi: Does Taylor eat sushi? And in this lesson, we're going to focus on talking about 
going somewhere. 

Naomi: You'll be able to say things like "I'm going to Japan" and "I'm going to the 
party." 

Jessi: That's right. 

Naomi: Jessi, what's happening in the conversation? 

Jessi: Taylor, Masato, and Kaori are driving around in the car, and Masato spots an 
interesting place, and asks Taylor about it. Okay, let's listen to the conversation and 
see where they'll be going. 


LESSON CONVERSATION 


ket: FII h, SNLEACSCTA? 
713—: bb, Hnld, BIJT. 

ket: FTI h, SNA CTA? 
713—: BG, oN, AVICS. 

Fr VIIMRTSECTD. 
FEL: RAA JECT Ro 

FTS— LÜ}, CAR, AVAICUEETA 
Age: UGTA 

FTS—:DBOWSA, CAR [EC CFCEPSAMAVYICUSET,. 
DBOVSACEETA? 

DBO: WUDT5DUPUI! 

English Host: Let’s listen to the conversation again 


slowly. 

Fr VIIATSECTD. 

FEEL: RZ JECT Ro 

F713—: Ü», CAR, AVYAICUSETAY 
APE: UUGT AQ 

FIS—: DISA, CAR. [IEC EKPCESAIZSAVYICUEET, 
DBOVASEAESETD? 

DBO: UDT59DU PU! 

English Host: Now let’s listen to it with the translation. 
kk: FTI tA, DNATA? 

Jessi: Taylor, what is that? 

FIS—-: bb, Hnld, DII CT, 

Jessi: Oh, that's a casino. 

Fr VIIMRTSCTDA. 

Jessi: Do you like gambling? 

FEEL: RZ FECIA. 

Jessi: Yes, | do! 

FID: UP, CAR, AVACWFETA 

Jessi: Well then, shall we go to the casino tonight? 
ace: ULC, 

Jessi: That sounds good! 

FIS—:DBOISA, CAR. IEC tdk Juag, 
Jessi: Kaori, tonight Masato and | are going to the casino. 
DBOVAEAESETD? 

Jessi: Will you come with us? 

DSO PUSCS DPV! 

Jessi: Have fun! 


KEY VOCABULARY AND PHRASES 


Jessi: So the place Masato saw was a casino! 

Naomi: That's right. For casino, we say J ¥ J in Japanese. 

Jessi: Good point! 2 J , it turns into a "j" sound there. 

Naomi: When | first saw a N/V or casino in the states, | thought some kind of event 
or festival was going on. 

Jessi: Ah, that's because you don't have casinos in Japan. And that's probably why 
Masato was so Curious too. 

Naomi: Right. It seems like Masato and Taylor are going to a Casino tonight because 
Taylor said 


SR. REECE PCAILND JTE. 

Jessi: "Tonight Masato and | are going to the casino." We'll explain the sentence 
structure in the next section, but this sentence contains two new words, doesn't it? The 
first word is? 

Naomi: SR 

Jessi: SKR tonight. In the dialogue, they talk about what they're going to do tonight... 
Naomi: SR. 

Jessi: Next we have...? 

Naomi: Jes 

Jessi: A verb that means "to go". TE $F 

Naomi: TEk 

Jessi: We can tell that this is a verb because it ends in 9, which we've covered 
before. 

Naomi: Right. We will use this verb a lot in this lesson. ITE F. 

Jessi: Okay, so this verb means "to go"... what is the verb that means "to come"? 
Naomi: K&S 

Jessi: KET. to come. Wow, they sound almost the same! 

Naomi: You're right, they DO sound very similar. 

Jessi: Can we hear them again? 

Naomi: Sure. "To go" is TÆ & 9. There is an \ sound in the beginning. TFET. 
Jessi: 7TF ET. 

Naomi: And "to come" is X& J. There is no L\ sound in the beginning. KAT 
Jessi: KEG, to come. 

Naomi: That's right! 

Jessi: These are going to be our two main verbs we use in this lesson. So listeners, 
have you got those two down? 

Naomi: Okay, let's move on to the lesson focus! 


LESSON FOCUS 


Jessi: In this lesson, you'll learn how to talk about going somewhere. 

Naomi: We'll use the two verbs we just learned, {Je E&I, to go, and KAT, to come. 
Jessi: Naomi, what is our structure? 

Naomi: [Person] (& [place] (c [verb]. 

Jessi: So, the person doing the action followed by (d, the place they are going followed 
by (c, and then the verb. Let's first make some examples using the verb "to go", ITE £ 
Fo 

Naomi: Sounds good. How about this. Di LICBAICITF ET? 

Jessi: Diz LIC HAIC{ATS ET. Let's break this 


down. 

Naomi: NILI 

Jessi: Person, in this case I, plus (¢ 

Naomi: HAIc 

Jessi: Place, in this case Japan, plus [c 

Naomi: Je eT 

Jessi: The verb "to go". So altogether once again? 

Naomi: Hi VIC BAICITS ET. 

Jessi: N/E LIC HAICATFET. Listeners, repeat after Naomi. "I'm going to Japan." 
Naomi: Hi VIC BAICITSE ET. 

[Pause] 

Jessi: Okay, now let's try one talking about someone else. Ah, | Know! Naomi, in the 
beginning of our series, Masato and Kaori went to the US, right? 

Naomi: Right. 

Jessi: How would you say, for example, Kaori is going to America? 

Naomi: ASO PRUAIC TERY 

Jessi: Let's break this down. 

Naomi: DWS Old 

Jessi: Person, in this case Kaori, plus (< 

Naomi: 77XU JIZ 

Jessi: The place, in this case America, plus (c 

Naomi: Je ET 

Jessi: The verb "to go". So altogether once again? 

Naomi: ASOP XU HITER 

Jessi: DSO XAY HITT. Listeners, repeat after Naomi. "Kaori is going to 
America." 

Naomi: ASOP XU HITE 

[Pause] 

Naomi: Sounding good, everyone! 

Jessi: And of course, remember that you can change this into a question by adding /\ 
at the end. So the question version of this sentence would be... 

Naomi: ASOP XU HITET h? 

Jessi: Is Kaori going to America? Okay! Naomi, let's look at our examples from the 
dialogue that use this structure. 

Naomi: Sure. 

Jessi: When Taylor tells Kaori his plans, he says... 

Naomi: SR., (ROCKPCESAMAD I cf7t ET 

Jessi: "Tonight Masato and | are going to the casino." Our structure is the same. 
Person followed by (cd, place followed by (c, and then the verb. Okay, and let's look at 
what Taylor says after this. We see our next 


verb. 

Naomi: He says MHOC AERETD? 

Jessi: He is speaking directly to Kaori and he says, "Will you come with us?" Now, 
let's look closely at this one! As we've said before, cutting out unnecessary information 
is the key to natural Japanese. So here, he doesn't even mention the place. 

Naomi: Right! 

Jessi: Taylor said that he and Masato were going to the casino, and then asks Kaori if 
she will come to. So it's quite obvious that he means the casino. 

Naomi: Yes, so he doesn't need to mention it again. 

Jessi: Just to be thorough, though, what would the full sentence have been? 

Naomi: MBO SA BAD J(c]KE TD ? 

Jessi: Right, the place would have included as well. But instead we have just...? 
Naomi: MBOPCAB, TERT? 

Jessi: This kind of shortening might take some getting used to. But we promise, this is 
what sounds the most natural, what sounds right. Okay, let's give the listeners a 
chance to do one now, shall we? 

Naomi: Sure thing! 

Jessi: Listeners, pretend you are going to a restaurant. Naomi, restaurant in Japanese 
is...? 

Naomi: bAKDY 

Jessi: So there's your place. YLARKDY. 

Naomi: Remember that the structure is [person] (& [place] (c [verb]. 

Jessi: Listeners, say "I'm going to a restaurant." 

[Pause] 

Jessi: Okay, if you said... 

Naomi: ND LIAL A KS YIT 

Jessi: Then you're headed in the right direction! 

Naomi: As always, we've included extra information on this structure in the lesson 
notes. 

Jessi: Be sure to read those as a review and let us know if you have any questions! 
Better yet, tell us where you're going in Japanese! 

Naomi: Good idea! If you have any trips planned or even if you are just going to the 
store... 

Jessi: Let us know! Okay, that's going to do it for this lesson. 

Naomi: Thanks for listening, everyone. 

Jessi: Yes, thanks as always, and we'll see you next time. 

Naomi: Ù » fē 


